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EXPLANATORY COMMENT 


This report presents each week the annual admission rates per 1000 
average strength for certain communicable diseases, venereal diseases, and all 
causes combined (diseases, injuries and poisonings). Source material is the 
weekly communicable disease reports submitted to BuMed by all shore stations 
within the continental limits of the United States. 


Admission rates are calculated on an annual basis to facilitate com- 
parison with corresponding annual, quarterly or monthly figures. Such annual 
rates of admission indicate the number of admissions per 1000 average strength 
which would occur over a year’s time if the current week’s experience continued 
for ayear. They are obtained as follows: 


Number of Admissions During the Week X 52 
Average Strength for the Week 


X 1000 


In order to make this report promptly available the figures contained 
herein are presented, in general, as reported. The symbol # indicates that current 
data are not available. In such cases, the most recent data are utilized. 


Shore stations with an average strength of 500 or more are listed in- 
dividually; stations under 500 strength are grouped. 


FIGURE 1 
ANNUAL ADMISSION RATES PER 1,000 AVERAGE STRENGTH, BY WEEKS 
RESTRICTED FOR CERTAIN RESPIRATORY DISEASES* VENEREAL DISEASES, & ALL CAUSES, 
RATE PER 1,000 CONTINENTAL LIMITS OF THE UNITED STATES:1943-1944 
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WEEK ENDING 29 JANUARY 1944 


The general purpose of this Weekly Morbidity Report is to make available on a current weekly 
basis the morbidity experience and particularly the incidence of the important communicable diseases 
in the Naval Shore Stations of Continental United States. 

With the new year of 1944 the method of revorting morbidity in these weekly reports was changed 
from "admission rates per 1,000 per week" to "annual admission rates per 1,000 average strength," and 
the reports for all stations of less than 500 average strength were grouped for each District rather 
than presented individually, With this issue other changes have been made as follows: the title has 
been changed from Weekly Statistical Report to Weekly Morbidity Report; the size of the revort has been 
reduced and it will be multilithed rather than mimeographed; new tables have been added, Table I to 
facilitate comparison between Naval districts, and Table III to present the incidence according to 
station of certain quarantinable diseases of special interest; explanatory notes, and comments on cur- 
rent trends have also been included. 

Influenza and Catarrhal Fever, The incidence of these infections (total all Naval districts) has 
persistently dropped each week since the peak of 555 was reached in the week ending December 11. The 
rate for the week ending January 29th is 290 which is appreciably above the 9-year median for the 5th 
week of the year, but below the 1943 and 1942 rates of 400, and 350 respectively. As the epidemic 
subsides it becomes obvious that it reached its peak earliest in the 13th District (week ending Decen— 
ber 4th); that it reached its highest peak in the 9th District and in the Potomac River Command; that 
it registered peaks below 500 in the 7th, 8th, llth and 12th Districts; that compared to the 1918 pan= 
demic the recent epidemic was a minor one registering only a rate of 555 at its peak in the week ending 
December llth as compered with a rate of 3015 for the week ending Sept, 21, 1918, It is of interest 
that the monthly incidence of these infections reached a higher peak in January 1941 than was reached 
in the worst month of the recent epidemic, December 1943, 

Pneumonia--Broncho and Lobar, The rate for these infections stands at 6,0 which is well below 
the rates for 1943 and 1942 in the corresponding week, 7,7 and 9.1 respectively. This rate is, however 
well above the 9-year median of 2,9, The rate for these infections at the peak of the recent influenza 
epidemic was 8,0, Attention is drawn to the possible effect of an influenza epidemic being superim- 
posed upon a group already well seeded with streptococcic infections as seen in the high rate of 3% 
for broncho and lobar pneumonia at the Farragut Training Station. 
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Atypical Pneumonia. The rate of 5.0 for this disease is approximately twice the rate for the 
corresponding week of 1943, It is, however, somewhat less than the peak rate of 7.2 reached in the 
week ending December 11, 1943, Why this disease reached its peak synchronously with the influenzal in- 
{fection is not clear, Of some interest is the fact that the llth District and the Sothern California 
stations show a particularly high incidence, 

Measles, The incidence of measles has steadily increased each week since Oct, 23, 1943 until for 
the week ending January 29th it stands at 20, This is above the rate of 1942 and 1942 for the corre- 
sponding week but it is still below the peaks reached in both 1942 and 1943, The 9-year median for 
{this 5th week is only 1.8, The highest incidence is being experienced in the 12th District and in the 
9th District, 

Scarlet Fever, The scarlet fever incidence has almost consistently risen each week since the 
week ending August 7, 1943, It now stands at 20. The rates for the corresnonding week of 1943 and 
1942 were 5.6 and 2,6 respectively, The 13th District and 9th District are showing the highest inci- 
dence and in the case of the 13th District it would anpesr that the summer months of 1942 brought very 
little of the expected relief from this infection, 

Acute Rheumatic Fever, Through the past 7 weeks the incidence of this diseese has risen from 
3.12 to 5,0. The close relationship of this disease to the streptococcic infections is shown by the 
fact that in the week ending January 22nd, 22% of all the rheumetic fever cases reported for all Conti- 
nental shore stations occurred at one station in the 12th District which had been experiencing a high 
streptococcus pharyneitis and scarlet fever rate, 

Malaria, Though the malaria rete stands at 5.0 well above the 9-year median and the 194% and 1942 
rates for the corresponding week, it is obvious from their distribution that the cases are not autoch- 
thonous ones but are brought back from the vsrious war zones, 

Meningococcic Meningitis. The incidence of this disease is comparetively low, The rate of 0,77 
for the week ending January 29th is less than one-half the rate for the corresponding week of 19432, 
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TOTAL FIRST NAVAL DISTRICT 
NAS, Brunswick, Me. 
NavSectBase, Portland, Me. 
NavSta, Portland, Me. 
NavConstrTraCen, Quoddy Village, Me. 
NTSch(SupCor), Babson Park, Mass. 
DietHdare, Boston, Mass. 
NTSch(MM), Boston, Mass. 
NTSch(SK-W), Boston, Mass. 


NavRecSta,Boston, Mass, 


NY, Boston, Mass. 


NavSectBase, Boston, Mass. 
NTSche, Cambridge, Mase. 
V-12 Unit, Cambridge, Mass. 
NavHosp, Chelsea, Mass. 
NAD, Hingham, Mass. 

Vel2 Unit, Medford, Mass. 
USNR MidsSch, Northamoton, Mass. 
NAS, So. Weymouth, Mass. 

NAS, Squantum, Mass. 

V-12 Unit, CHC, Worcester, Mass. 
V-12 Unit, Hanover, N.H, # 


NavPrison, Portsmouth, N.H. 

NY, Portsmouth, N.H, 

ABD RecBaks, Davisville, RI. 
NavConstrTraCen, Davisville, R, I. 
NavFuel & NetDeo, Melville, RI. 


NavHosp, Newport, R.I. 


NavTorpSte, Newport, R. I, 
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